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July 25, 2017 
 
Re:  Become a MNAPABA Sponsor for 2017-2018 & Join Us on Sept. 21 for our Gala 
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues:  
 
I hope you are enjoying a wonderful summer. When summer closes in about two 
months, so does another bar year for the Minnesota Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association. And of course, a new year begins. 
 
We would be grateful to have your organization’s financial support for the upcoming 
year. We are looking to build on yet another successful year at MNAPABA as we take 
our organization to new heights.  
 
We will be celebrating the past year and looking ahead to another at our Annual Gala 
on Thursday, September 21, 2017, at the Loews Minneapolis downtown. It is our 
tradition to recognize the sponsors who make our work possible at that annual 
gathering of our community. We would be honored to have you in attendance as a 
sponsor for 2017-2018. 
 
This year, we take a decidedly forward-looking approach to our gala, themed, 
“Activate! Make Our Voices Heard.” Our keynote speaker is Richard Lui, MSNBC 
News anchor and an Asian Pacific Islander (API) community advocate. Mr. Lui is a 
veteran broadcaster who is business-school trained and unafraid to speak up on API 
issues and causes. Mr. Lui comes to us as the national political scene is more fraught by 
the day and as we, in the API community, continue to see evidence that our progress 
politically, in the media, and within the ranks of our own legal profession is not what 
we had hoped for some three decades after our organization’s founding. 
 
Through our call to “Activate!” this year, we underscore the importance of our 
organization’s continued growth in both numbers and influence. We do so for 
ourselves, but also so we can be a resource to your organization—this community’s 
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legal employers and stakeholders who have communicated to us a firm commitment to 
diversity, inclusion, and greater opportunity.  
 
So please join us this September 21st—as an attendee, as a sponsor, as a friend to 
MNAPABA. We can’t wait to spend an evening with you and your colleagues. I have 
included sponsorship information for the coming year as well as details about this 
year’s event.  
 
Please contact me or MNAPABA President-Elect Melitta Drechsler about sponsoring 
MNAPABA for 2017-2018 and joining us at this year’s gala.  
 
In solidarity, 
 
 
 
Benjamin R. Kwan 
President, MNAPABA 
 
Enclosures: 
 

1. Gala Sponsorship Opportunities 
2. Gala Sponsorship Form  
3. A Year in Review: 2016-2017 

 



 
 

2017 Annual Gala Sponsorship Levels 
Sponsorship Levels and Descriptions – Supporting MNAPABA in 2017-2018 Amount 
Underwriter 
● Only two (2) sponsorship opportunities at this level 
● Ten (10) tickets to the Annual Gala and a prominently placed table; 
● Ten (10) tickets to the exclusive Pre-Gala Networking Reception with in-house counsel; 
● Prominent recognition during gala including spoken remarks, gala brochure, and gala 

slideshow;  
● 2017-2018 MNAPABA & NAPABA membership for ten (10); 
● Recognition on MNAPABA’s website for 2017-2018 board year; 
● Recognition at all 2017-2018 MNAPABA events; and 
● Recognition in MNAPABA’s monthly newsletter and president’s newsletters for 2017-

2018. 

$5,000 

Platinum 
● Ten (10) tickets to the Annual Gala and a prominently placed exclusive table; 
● Five (5) tickets to the exclusive Pre-Gala Networking Reception with in-house counsel; 
● Recognition during gala including spoken remarks, gala brochure, and gala slideshow;  
● 2017-2018 MNAPABA & NAPABA membership for ten (10); 
● Recognition on MNAPABA’s website for 2017-2018 board year; 
● Recognition at signature 2017-2018 MNAPABA events; and 
● Recognition in MNAPABA’s monthly newsletter and president’s newsletters for 2017-

2018. 

$3,000 

Gold  
● Seven (7) tickets and a sponsored (shared) table at the Annual Gala; 
● Three (3) tickets to the exclusive Pre-Gala Networking Reception with in-house counsel; 
● Recognition during gala including gala brochure and gala slideshow;  
● 2017-2018 MNAPABA & NAPABA membership for ten (10); and 
● Recognition on MNAPABA’s website for 2017-2018 board year. 

$2,000 

Silver  
● Five (5) tickets and a sponsored (shared) table at the Annual Gala; 
● One (1) ticket to the exclusive Pre-Gala Networking Reception with in-house counsel; 
● Recognition during gala including gala brochure and gala slideshow;  
● 2017-2018 MNAPABA & NAPABA membership for ten (10); and 
● Recognition on MNAPABA’s website for 2017-2018 board year. 
 

$1,000 

Friends of MNAPABA 
● Three (3) tickets to the Annual Gala; 
● Recognition during gala including gala brochure and gala slideshow;  
● 2017-2018 MNAPABA & NAPABA membership for five (5); and 
● Recognition on MNAPABA’s website for 2017-2018 board year. 

 

$500 

**You will be able to register gala attendees and register/renew MNAPABA memberships separately so that 
individuals unable to attend the gala at your organization can get the membership benefit (and vice-versa)   
Unused seats may be donated back to MNAPABA, which will be donated to students or on a need-basis. 

Please contact MNAPABA President Ben Kwan at ben@hallerkwan.com with questions.   



 
2017 Annual Gala Sponsorship Form 

Loews Minneapolis, September 21, 2017 

Please print or type: 
 

Firm/Organization Name:           

Contact Person:             

Address, City, State, Zip:            

Phone Number:       Email:       

Level of Sponsorship: 

   Underwriter – $5,000 

   Platinum - $3,000 

   Gold - $2,000 

   Silver - $1,000 

   Friends of MNAPABA - $500 

 

Total Amount Enclosed: $    

 

Please make checks payable to “MNAPABA” and return to:  
MNAPABA, c/o Ben Kwan, Haller Kwan LLP, 310 Fourth Avenue South, Suite 5010, 

Minneapolis, MN 55415. As a courtesy, please send a PDF copy of your completed form to Ben 
at Ben@hallerkwan.com to expedite the gala registration process.   

GALA REGISTRATION & MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/REGISTRATION NOTE 

Following receipt of your Sponsorship Form, we will provide you with instructions on 
registering each individual attendee for the gala. You will also receive instructions on renewing 

MNAPABA memberships for 2017-2018. 

 
To guarantee recognition in the 2017 Gala print materials, this form must be received by 

September 8, 2017. 
 

 
Thank you for your generous support!  
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Our Mission 
MNAPABA is committed to promoting 
and supporting the personal and 
professional development of Asian 
American and Pacific American lawyers, 
judges, and law students, serving as an 
advocate for the Asian Pacific American 
community in Minnesota, and promoting 
equal access to justice. 

Our Membership 
Founded in 1988, MNAPABA is 
comprised of more than 200 members in 
all areas of law practice—large and small 
private practice, public service, academia, 
law school, and the judiciary.

Our Programming 
Each year, we organize or co-sponsor 
more than a dozen educational panels 
and events for our membership. 

Highlights for 2016-2017 include a three-
track Judicial Bootcamp for members co-
sponsored by the Infinity Project to grow 
the pipeline of APA judges; MNAPABA 
spearheaded a five affinity bar Law 
Student Job Symposium that drew 
nearly 100 employers from all areas of 
practice; and we put new twists on classic 
events that have made our community 
strong like hosting our Judges’ Reception 
at APA-owned Boom Island Brewery in 
northeast Minneapolis.

Our Advocacy 
Our Judicial Selection Committee helped 
several candidates with the appointment 
process and successfully assisted one new 
APA judge reach the bench in 2017, the 
Hon. Brianne Buccicone in the Tenth 
Judicial District.

At our 2017 Gala, MNAPABA will award 
three-times the number of Fellowship 
Awards to law students thanks to a 
generous gift from 3M—these students 
from all backgrounds are doing public 
service benefitting the APA community. 
Our work and advocacy is important and 
we are grateful to have the support of so 
many sponsors. Thank you!

Pictured above T to B, L to R: MNAPABA members present USPTO Director Michelle Lee with MNAPABA’s Lifetime Achievement Award in San Diego at the 
national convention; U.S. Magistrate Judge Tony Leung in September 2015; Members volunteering at Second Harvest Heartland; Judge Gail Chang Bohr and Irene 

Kao at the national convention in San Diego in November 2016; The 2016-2017 Executive Board; Aalok Sharma at the Affinity Bars’ Student Job Symposium.

Contact Us 
Visit us online at www.mnapaba.org

Email us: mnapaba@gmail.com

2016-2017 President: Ben Kwan 
(Ben@hallerkwan.com or call 

612-206-3761)

President-Elect: Melitta Drechsler
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